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Ifoanburp  IRoab, 


IPontppool,  flDon. 

May  26th,  1938, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Pontypool  Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  of  Vital  Statistics 
and  sanitary  circumstances  for  the  Parishes  of  Pontypool, 
Panteg  and  Abersychan,  who  amalgamated  in  1935,  and 
formed  the  area  that  is  now  known  as  the  Urban  District 
of  Pontypool,  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1937. 

Physical  Features. 

The  district  which  covers  an  area  of  15,907  acres  is 
situated  on  the  eastern  outcrop  of  the  South  Wales  Coal- 
fields and,  whilst  no  coal  mines  are  actually  in  the  Panteg 
and  Pontypool  Parishes,  those  situated  in  the  Abersychan 
Parish  are  away  upon  the  hillside,  and  some  distance  from 
the  populated  areas 


The  altitude  varies  from  1,789  feet  above  sea  level  at 
Mynydd  Varteg  Fawr,  in  the  Abersychan  Parish,  to  1787 
feet  at  Sor  Brook,  Cwmbwrwch,  in  the  Panteg  Parish. 


A few  outlying  houses  lie  below  400  feet  above  sea 
level,  and  a few  above  1,120  feet  above  sea  level,  but  the 

majority  lie  between  this  altitude,  and  chiefly  on  the  old 
red  marl. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS, 


The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  population 
for  1937  at  40,540. 

The  majority  of  the  workers  are  engaged  In  strenuous 
and  exacting  occupations,  principally  in  steel  smelting, 
rolling,  galvanizing,  brickmaking,  quarrying,  tin-plating 
and  railway  work. 

The  total  number  of  people  wholly  unemployed  in 
this  District  during  the  year  was  2,606  (2.407  males  and  199 
females),  whilst  the  total  number  temporarily  stopped  was 
878  (875  males  and  3 females),  while  approximately  75°/o  of 
these  were  receiving  unemployment  assistance. 

No  causes  of  sickness  or  Invalidity  of  any  special 
note  have  been  brought  to  notice,  either  amongst  children 
or  adults,  through  unemployment. 


15,907 
40,540 

10,672 
£154,265 
£510 

Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws,  &c. 

Acts,  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Local  Regula- 
tions in  force  in  your  District  are  as  follows:— 

1.  Public  Health  Acts,  1875 

2.  Public  Health  (Amenaments)  Acts,  1907 

3.  Public  Health  (Amendments)  Act,  1890.  Part  III 

4.  The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 

5.  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts,  1901  and  1907 

6.  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Acts 

7.  The  Shops  Acts,  1912  and  1928 

8-  The  Housing  Inspection  of  Districts,  1910 
9.  The  Public  Libraries  Act 
10.  The  Housing  Acts,  1909-19-23 

H.  Regulations  under  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order, 
looo  and  1926 


General  Statistics. 

Area  (acres) 

Population 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of 
1937,  according  to  Rate  Books 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 
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12. 


Regulations  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amended) 
Act,  1922 

13.  M eat  Inspection  under  Sanitary's  Officer’s  Orders, 

11.  Regulations  re  cleansing  of  earth  closets,  privies, 
ashpits,  cesspools  and  nuisances;  common  lodg- 
ing houses,  houses  let  in  lodgings;  new  streets 
and  buildings;  slaughterhouses  and  offensive 
trades,  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
1890 

15  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

16.  Cemetery 

17.  Orders  made  re  sanitary  conditions  of  main  halls, 

theatres  and  cinemas,  August.  1920 
18  Adoptive  portions  of  Public  Health  Act,  1925 

19.  The  Petroleum  Acts,  1928 

20.  Omnibuses 

21.  Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  population  for  the  calculation  of  the  birth  and 
death  rates  is  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  viz. 
40,510 

The  death  rate  is  adjusted  by  a comparability  factor  of  I'll 

Birth  rate  ...  15*36  per  1,000  population 

Death  rate  ...  14'90  per  1,000  population 

Infantile  death  rate  ...  59'39  per  1,000  births 

Zymotic  death  rate  ...  00'27  per  1,000  population 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

death  rate  ...  O0'78  per  1,000  population 

Other  tuberculosis 

diseases  death  rate  00'07  per  1,000  population 

Birth  Rate. 

During  the  year  1937,  623  live  births  were  registered 
in  the  District  (312  males  and  311  females)  giving  a birth 
rate  of  15*36  per  1,000  population. 

Of  the  total  live  births  registered,  605  were  legiti- 
mate (304  males  and  301  females),  and  18  illegitimate  (8 
males  and  10  females),  giving  an  illegitimate  birth  rate  of 
28'89  per  1,000  live  births. 
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TABLE  II. 


S D.  55 

Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality, 
Maternal  Death  Rates  and  Case  Rates  for  certain 
Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1937. 


England  & Wales,  London, 
125  Great  Towns  and 
148  Smaller  Towns 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


Births : 

Live 

Still 

Deaths . 

All  Causes 
Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid  Fevers 
Small  Pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 
Violence 


Notifications  : 

Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 

Deaths  under  1 yea 
of  age 


2 years  of  age 

Maternal 
Mortality  : 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Others 
Total 


Maternal 
Mortality  : 


Puerperal  Sepsis 

0-94 

Others 

2'17 

Total 

3-11 

Notifications  ; 

Puerperal  P'ever  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  l 

13-93 

per  1,000  Total  Births 
(i.e.  Live  and  Still) 


Not 

Available 

17-59 

11-52 

England 

and 

Wales 

125  County 
Boro’s  and 
Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smalle 
Towns 
(resident 
Populations 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1931  Census 

r 

London 

Admin- 

istrative 

County 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

14-9 

14-9 

153 

13-3 

. 0-60 

0-67 

0-64 

0-54 

12-4 

12-5 

11-9 

I2‘3 

o-oo 

O’Ol 

o-oo 

o-oo 

0-02 

0-03 

0-02 

O'Ol 

O'Ol 

O'Ol 

O'Ol 

o-oi 

0-04 

0'04 

0-03 

0-06 

E07 

0-08 

0'05 

0-05 

0-45 

0-39 

0-42 

0-38 

0-54 

0-45 

E42 

0'51 

o-oo 

O'OO 

2-33 

2-56 

2-42 

2-09 

F49 

1-81 

1-38 

C93 

0’05 

0-06 

0-04 

0-05 

0‘37 

0-43 

0-34 

0-44 

1-36 

1-58 

1-20 

1-18 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

58 

62 

55 

60 

r 

5*8 

7'9 

3-2 

12-0 

0-97) 

2'26  1 
3*23 ) 

Not 

Available 

PONTYPOOL 

Rates,  Analysis,  etc. 
(compared) 


Rates  per  1,000  Population 


Births : 

Live 

Still 

Deaths ; 

All  Causes 
Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid  Fevers  j 
Small  Pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 
Violence,  suicide 
and  others 


Small  Pox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 


15-36 

0'71 


14-90 

O’OO 

0'00 

o-oo 

O'OO 

0'17 

0-27 

0-78 


0-81 

3'79 

0'02 

0'07 

0'37 


Rates  per  l.QOQ  LjVP  Rirly,c 


year 


Deaths  under  1 
of  age 
Death  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  under 
2 years  of  age 


Puerperal  Sepsis 
Others 

Total 

Rates  per  1,000  TotH 
(i-e.  Live  and  St 


59'39 


6'42 


O'O 

o-o 

o-o 


Maternal 


Birth 

11) 
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There  were  also  29  still  births  registered  during  the 
year  (19  males  and  10  females),  giving  a rate  of  44  47  per 
1,000  total  live  and  still  births,  and  071  per  1,000  population 

One  male  still  birth  was  illegitimate. 


Extracts  from  Vital 

Statistics 

of  the 

Year. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total 

Males 

4 email 

Legitimate 

605 

304 

301 

Illegitimate 

18 

8 

10 

Total 

623 

312 

311 

Birth  Rate  15*36  per  1,000  population. 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child- 
birth : — 

From  puerperal  sepsis  (No.  29)  ...  0 

Giving  a death  rate  of  O'OO  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

From  other  puerperal  causes  (No.  30)  ...  0 
Giving  a death  rate  of  O'OO  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

Total  death  rate  O'OO  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

37 

20 

17 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

37 

20 

17 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births: 

Legitimate 

. . . 

59  39 

Illegitimate 

... 

00  00 

Total  ... 

... 

59'39 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages) 

Total 

0 

Males  Fema 
0 0 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 

0 

0 0 

Deaths  from  diarrfoea  (under  two  years 
of  age) 

4 

3 1 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

63 

32  31 

Death  Rate  (all  ages). 

The  total  deaths  registered  in  your  district  during 
1937  numbered  535  (286  males  and  249  females).  Of  this 
number,  41  (29  males  and  12  females)  were  non-residents 
of  your  district,  and  were  transferred  by  the  Registrar- 
General  to  their  respective  districts. 


In  like  manner  36  deaths  (21  males  and  15  females) 
were  transferred  into  your  district  by  the  Registrar-General 
of  deaths  belonging  to  your  district  which  occurred  in 
various  districts  outside. 


The  net  deaths  therefore,  belonging  to  your  district, 
totalled  530  (278  males  and  252  females)  giving  a death  rate 
(adjusted  by  a comparability  factor  of  1*  14)  of  14*90  per  1,000 
population,  comparable  with  a death  rate  for  the  County  of 
12 "6  per  1,000  population,  and  a death  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  of  12*4  per  1,000  population. 


During  the  year,  55  deaths  took  place  in  the 
Coedygric  Poor  Law  Institution  (36  males  and  19  females). 
Of  this  number,  35  (21  males  and  14  females)  belonged  to 
your  district,  the  remaining  20  (15  males  and  5 females) 
were  of  residents  outside  your  district,  and  were  trans- 
ferred by  the  Registrar-General. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  Ponty- 
pool  and  District  Hospital  during  1937  was  71  (46  males 
and  25  females).  Of  this  number,  60  (37  males  and  23 
females)  belonged  to  your  district,  and  II  (9  males  and  2 
females)  were  non-residents,  which  were  eventually  trans- 
ferred by  the  Registrar-General  to  their  respective  districts 


Ages  at  Death  of  Children  under  One  Year 


* 

of  Age. 


Under  1 week 

1 —  2 weeks 

2 —  3 weeks 

3 —  4 weeks 

Total  under  one  month 


I otal  Males  Female 

15  5 10 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 1 0 

16  6 10 


1—3  months  ... 

3 — 6 months  ... 

6 — 9 months 
9 — 12  months  .. 

T otal  under  one  year 


4 4 0 

8 4 4 

5 4 l 

4 2 2 

37  20  17 


Infantile  Death  Rates  (1,000  Births)  Compared. 


Year 

England  and  Wales 

1935 

57 

1936 

59 

1937 

58 

onniouthshire 

Pontypool 

614 

59 ‘55 

61' 7 

56-81 

63  9 

59‘39 
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Table  III.— Causes  of  Death  in  Pontypool  Urban  District,  1937 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

278 

252 

1 Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

... 

... 

2 Measles  ... 

... 

... 

3 Scarlet  fever 

... 

... 

4 Whooping  cough 

5 Diphtheria  ... 

5 

6 Influenza 

6 

5 

7 Encephalitis  lethargica... 

2 

... 

8 Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

15 

... 

9 Respiratory  tuberculosis 

17 

1 

10  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

2 

11  Syphilis  ... 

... 

... 

12  General  Paralysis  of  Insane,  etc. 

32 

31 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

14  Diabetes  ... 

3 

3 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc. 

20 

22 

16  Heart  disease 

54 

51 

17  Aneurysm 

I 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

4 

19  Bronchitis 

21 

18 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

15 

16 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases 

9 

3 

22  Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

1 

23  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

3 

1 

24  Appendicitis 

3 

2 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

... 

26  Other  diseases  of  Liver  ... 

... 

1 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

5 

... 

28  Nephritis 

3 

2 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

... 

... 

30  Other  puerperal  causes  ... 

... 

... 

31  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 
Malformations,  etc... 

6 

11 

32  Senility  ... 

27 

23 

33  Suicide  ... 

6 

2 

34  Other  Violence 

18 

6 

35  Other  defined  causes 

17 

26 

36  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

1 

Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over) 

... 

... 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35) 
Smallpox 

Poliomyelitis 

... 

... 

Polioencephalitis 

... 

... 

Deaths  of  Infants  ) L0'-3'. 

20 

17 

under  1 year  Legitimate 

J 1 Illegitimate 

20 

17 

j Total 

312 

311 

Live  Births  v Legitimate 
) Illegitimate 

304 

301 

8 

10 

1 Total 

19 

10 

Stillbirths  t Legitimate 

18 

10 

) Illegitimate 

1 

RESIDENT  POPULATION  ..  40,540' 


Comparability  Factor  ...  ...  1*14 
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Infantile  Mortality,  1937. 

Net  Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  at  Various  Ages 
under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Total  under  one  week  ...  15 

la.  Congenital  micral  stenosis 

la.  Prematurity  (6  months,  3 weeks) 

la.  Prematurity 

la  Congenital  debility 

la.  Marasmus 

la.  Prematurity 

la.  Prematurity 

la  Congenital  Heart  disease 

la.  Inanition  at  birth,  b.  Prematurity 

la.  Prematurity 

la.  Prematurity 

la.  Marasmus.  b.  Prematurity 
la.  Anencephaly 
la.  General  debility 
la.  General  debility 


Total  1—2  weeks 

0 

Total  2—3  weeks 

0 

Total  3—4  weeks 

1 

la.  Bronchitis 

Total  under  one  month 

16 

Total  1—3  months 

4 

la.  Acute  bronchitis 

la.  Broncho  pneumonia 

la.  Acute  splena-medullary  leukaemia 

la.  Convulsions,  b.  Gastro  enteritis 

12 


Total  3—6  months 


8 


la.  Broncho  pneumonia 
la.  Acute  bronchitis 
la.  Acute  broncho  pneumonia 
la.  Convulsions 

la.  Convulsions,  b.  Acute  gastro  enteritis 
la.  Shock,  b.  Operation  for  intestinal 
intussusception 

la.  Broncho  pneumonia 

la.  Infantile  convulsions,  b.  Cardiac  failure 


Total  6—9  months  ...  5 

la.  Broncho  pneumonia 

la.  Acute  bronchitis 

la.  Acute  broncho  pneumonia 

la.  Convulsions,  b.  Gastric  enteritis 

la.  Convulsions,  b.  Acute  bronchitis 


Total  9—12  months  ...  4 

la.  Broncho  pneumonia 
la.  Pulmonary  tuberculosis 
la.  Broncho  pneumonia 
la.  Acute  broncho  pneumonia 


Total  under  one  year  ...  37 
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TABLE  IV. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  PAST  3 YEARS 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 
MEDICAL  : 

A part  time  Medical  Officer  is  engaged  for  the  area. 

OTHERS : 

Two  full-time  Sanitary  Inspectors  were  employed  for 
the  area  during  the  year. 

A third  qualified  Sanitary  Inspector  and  a clerk  were 
also  engaged  during  the  year. 

A full-time  Sanitary  Foreman  is  employed  to  carry 
out  all  necessary  disinfection  and  disinfestation,  &c. 

Dr.  A.  Carveth  Johnson,  a Tuberculosis  Physician 
from  the  King  Edward  VII.  Welsh  National  Memorial 
Association  visits  the  Park  Buildings  on  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  of  each  week  to  attend  patients.  He  also 
attends  the  houses  of  patients  at  the  request  of  the 
general  practitioners. 

Venereal  Disease  cases  are  referred  for  treatment  to 
the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital,  Newport. 

Medical  Officers  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 
Medical  Superintendents,  Consultants  and  Orthopaedic 
Surgeons,  Dental  Surgeons,  etc.,  are  employed  by  the 
County. 

The  Medical  Officers  under  the  Poor  Law  Acts, 
and  Public  Vaccinators  for  the  Panteg  and  Abersychan 
Parishes  are  three  local  practitioners,  whilst  this  capacity 
in  the  Pontypool  Parish  is  filled  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


Pathologists  are  employed  by  the  County. 


r 

The  Vaccination  Officer  for  the  district  is  under  the 
supervision  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Veterinary  surgeons,  public  analysts,  food  inspec- 
tors, health  visitors,  midwives,  special  nurses,  etc.,  are 
employed  by  the  County. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  that  the  following 
services  are  undertaken  by  the  County : 

Pathology,  Infant  Welfare,  Maternity,  Venereal 
Diseases,  Midwives  Act,  1902,  Notification  of  Births 
Act,  1907,  Local  Supervising  Authority,  under  the 
Midwives  and  Maternity  Homes  Act,  1926,  Supervi- 
sion of  Lady  Health  Visitors,  Small  Pox,  Blindness, 
Consultants,  Orthopaedic  and  Dental  Surgeons, 
Veterinary  Surgeons,  Public  Analysts,  Supervision 
of  Vaccination. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Council  does  not  provide  professional  nursing  in 
the  home  for  the  infectious  sick,  but  for  the  non  infectious 
sick  Nurses  are  employed  by  the  Pontypool  and  District 
Nursing  Association,  who  assist  in  the  nursing  of  such 
cases  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  practitioners  are  in 
need  of  such  skilled  assistance  as  qualified  nurses  are 
able  to  give 

Hospitals, 

A small-pox  hospital,  maintained  by  the  County 
Council  is  in  the  district.  It  is  situated  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  valley,  about  800-ft  above  sea  level  and,  while 
open  to  the  south  and  west,  is  protected  by  the  hills  from 

easterly  and  northerly  winds.  There  are  72  beds. 
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There  is  a general  hospital  in  the  district  (The 
Pontypoo!  and  District  Hospital),  it  is  situated  at 
Pontnewynydd . There  are  78  beds  and  fully  supplies  the 
needs  of  the  district.  Not  supported  in  any  way  by  the 
Council.  Besides  voluntary  subscribers,  every  workman 
in  the  district  subscribes  a definite  sum  per  week  which 
entitles  him,  with  his  dependants,  to  the  benefits. 

There  is  also  a Poor  Law  Institution  situated  at 
Griffithstown. 

Ambulances  are  supplied  by  each  of  the  Institutions 
when  required. 

No  isolation  hospital  forthe  reception  of  the  infectious 
sick  has  been  provided  in  this  area,  but  such  cases  that 
cannot  be  isolated  in  their  own  homes,  are  sent  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Alteryn,  under  arrangement  with  the 
Newport  County  Borough  Council,  and  also  to  the  Isola- 
tion Hospitals  at  Bedwellty  and  Chepstow. 

Small  pox  cases  are  removed  to  one  or  other  of  the 
County  Council’s  Small  Pox  Hospitals. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

There  were  no  additional  sources  ofsupply  taken  within 
the  area  during  the  year  1937. 

All  sources  of  supply  were  periodically  an--  lysed,  and  at 
all  times  found  to  be  of  excellent  quality. 

A constant  supply  ofwater  was  maintained  throughout 
the  District. 

The  water,  supplied  by  a private  company,  is  drawn 
from  the  following  sources: — 

Cwmavon  Reservoir  : 

This  reservoir  is  fed  from  springs  rising  In  the  ground 
at  Cwmavon,  and  was  purchased  by  the  Water  Com- 
pany for  the  purpose  of  preventing  contamination. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  and  filtered  after  leaving  the 

reservoir,  and  delivered  to  the  District  through  a pipe- 
line. 

Nantymailor  Reservoir  : 

Situated  at  Cwmffrwd,  it  is  fed  by  gravitation  springs 
rising  in  the  ground,  also  purchased  by  the  Water 
Company  to  prevent  possible  contamination.  During 
dry  weather  periods  water  is  pumped  into  this  reservoir 
from  springs  situated  at  Cwmavon  and  Cwmffrwd. 
These  springs  are  known  as  Westlake’s  and  Prothero’s 
springs. 

All  the  water  is  chlorinated  and  filtered  after  leaving  the 
reservoir  and  conveyed  by  pipe-line  to  the  District. 

There  are  also  Pressure-balancing  Tanks  at  Varteg, 
Trevethin  and  Tranch,  which  are  supplied  from  the 
above  mentioned  sources. 


Stone’s  Springs  : 

Situated  at  Abersychan,  these  Springs  are  used  for  a 
low  level  District.  The  ground  upon  which  the  springs 
rise  belongs  to  the  Water  Company  to  prevent  possible 
contamination  The  water  is  piped  into  storage  tanks, 
chlorinated  and  filtered  before  being  conveyed  to  the 
District  by  pipe-line. 


Cwmlickey  Reservoir: 

This  reservoir  is  fed  during  rainy  periods  from  a Moun- 
tain gathering  ground.  All  water  is  chlorinated  and 
filtered  after  leaving  the  reservoir  and  conveyed  to  the 
District  by  pipe-line. 

The  Folly  Springs : 

These  springs,  situated  at  Mamhilad,  are  also  used  in 
conjunction  with  Cwmlickey  Reservoir,  through  a 
pipe-line.  The  water  being  chlorinated  and  filtered 
before  entering  a Pressure-balancing  Reservoir  at 
Griffithstown.  and  conveyed  by  pipe-line  to  the 
District. 


An  Analyst’s  report  of  water  taken  from  Pontypool 
Hospital  during  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 


Total  number  of  organisms  per  cubic  centimetre  12 

Organisms  growing  on  Agar  at  37°C.  ...  8 

Organisms  of  b.Coli  group— absent  in  50  cubic 
centimetres. 

B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes— absent  in  50  cubic 
centimetres. 

B.  Diphtheriae  — absent. 

“ The  bacteriological  analysis  shows  that  the  sam- 
ple is  of  a high  degree  of  organic  purity  and  constitutes 
a safe  drinking  supply.” 


The  following  is  an  Analyst’s  latest  report  on 
samples  of  water  submitted  from  Stone’s  Springs, 
Nantymailor  Reservoir,  Folly  Springs  and  Cwmlickey 
Reservoir,  and  Cwmavon  Reservoir: — 


Total  Organisms  per 
cubic  centimetre 

Stones 

Springs 

Nanty- 

mailor 

Folly  and 
Cwmlicky 

Cwmavon 

90 

5 

30 

30 

Organisms  grown  on  Agar 
at  3 7°C. 

nil 

nil 

nil 

3 

Organisms  of  the  B.  Coli 
group. 

absent  in 
5 0 c.c. 

absent  in 
5 0 c.c. 

absent  in 
5 0 c.c. 

absent  in 
5 0 c.c. 

B.  Enteritidis 
Sporogenes. 

absent  in 
5 0 c.c. 

absent  in 
5 0 c.c. 

absent  in 
5 0 c.c. 

absent  in 
5 0 c.c. 

“ The  bacteriological  examination  shows  that  each 
of  these  samples  is  of  a high  degree  of  organic  purity  and 
constitutes  a safe  drinking  supply.” 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

In  the  Panteg  Parish,  with  the  exception  of  scat- 
tered houses  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  District,  the 
whole  of  the  District  has  been  sewered  with  stoneware 
pipes  jointed  in  cement,  the  sewage  in  several  instances 
being  conveyed  to  settling  tanks  before  being  turned  into 
the  Afon  Llwyd  or  its  tributaries. 

The  Pontypool  Parish  is  well  supplied  with  sewers. 
With  the  exception  of  two  houses,  the  whole  of  the  dwell- 
ings are  provided  with  water  closet  accommodation.  The 
sewage  discharges  directly  in  the  river  and  watercourses 
without  preliminary  treatment. 


In  the  Abersychan  Parish,  a system  of  sanitary  pipe 
sewers  with  cement  joints  cover  practically  the  whole  of  the 
District,  even  the  outlying  hamlets  and  scattered  houses 
are  exceedingly  well  served. 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

The  greater  portion  consists  of  stone-ware  pipes  with 
cement  joints,  properly  trapped  and  ventilated 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

No  action  has  been  taken  to  check  pollution  of  rivers 
or  streams  in  the  area.  The  river  Afon  Llwyd  runs  right 
through  the  District  from  North  to  South,  into  which  the 
sewer  outfalls  all  discharge.  This  river  forms  an  open  main 
sewer  for  the  whole  of  the  valley. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

In  the  Panteg  and  Pontypool  Parishes  the  conser- 
vancy system  is  non-existent  throughout  the  District,  and 
with  few  exceptions  the  water-carriage  system  prevails. 

In  the  Abersychan  Parish  the  major  portion  of  the 
District  is  served  by  properly  flushed  water  closets,  the 
remainder  consisting  of  hand-flushed  W.C’s.  There  are  no 
privies  or  cesspits  to  be  found  in  the  populous  and  closely 
built  centres  of  the  District. 

Since  1934,  thirty-eight  pail  closets  have  been  re- 
placed by  water  closets,  and  the  conservancy  system  only 
prevails  in  isolated  cottages  and  farms,  where  the  water 
supply  is  insufficient  to  supply  the  necessary  force  for 
flushing  lavatories.  The  total  number  of  such  closets  does 
not  exceed  100  for  the  whole  area. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

House  Refuse : 

The  refuse  collection  is  by  mechanised  and  horse  trans- 
port on  alternate  days  throughout  the  district,  with  the 
exception  of  Pontypool  town  where  a daily  collection 
is  in  vogue. 


The  refuse  collected  from  the  Pontypool  Parish  is  dis- 
posed of  by  means  of  a refuse  destructor,  whilst  In  the 
Panteg  and  Abersychan  Parishes  it  is  taken  to  various 
tipping  sites  at  the  following  places  ; — 

Garndiffaith,  Waunddu,  Wainfelin,  Penygarn,  Race 

and  Pontyvellin. 

Scavenging  : 

The  onus  of  cleansing  privies,  earth  closets  and  cess- 
pools is  placed  upon  the  owners  and  occupiers  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Council’s  Byelaws. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  will  be  found  at  the 
end  of  this  Report. 

SHOPS. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 
that  the  I nspection  of  Shops,  under  the  Shops  Act  1934, 
was  carried  out  by  the  County  Authorities  until  the  latter 
end  of  1937,  when  it  was  then  allotted  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  complaint  received  and  no  action  taken. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  three  swimming  baths  in  the  area  open  to 
the  public.  The  baths  at  Talywain  and  Pontnewynydd  are 
chlorinated,  whilst  the  water  entering  the  baths  at  Griffiths- 
town  is  filtered.  All  are  supplied  with  spring  water. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

A full  report  on  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs  will  be 
found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

SCHOOLS. 

A report  on  the  schools  situated  in  the  district  will  also 
be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  & 1928. 

There  are  no  premises  within  the  District  where 
rag  flock  is  manufactured  used  or  sold 

TENTS,  VANS  & SHEDS. 

A report  on  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  appears  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 


FACTORY  & WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  appended 
to  this  Report,  it  will  be  seen  that  these  gave  no  cause 
for  complaintduring  the  year. 

The  workshops  generally  are  of  a domestic  character, 
in  which  only  members  of  the  family  are  employed,  conse- 
quently they  give  little  trouble  to  the  Health  Officials 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


The  number  of  new  houses  erected 
during  the  year— 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 
during  the  Year  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling- 

houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  N umber  of  inspections  made 
for  this  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 

(included  under  sub-head  (1) 
above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Hous- 
ing Consolidated  Regulations, 
1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made 
for  the  purpose 

(3)  Numberof dwelling-houses  found 

to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  un- 
fit for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (ex- 

clusive of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habi- 
tation 
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12G 

82 


1023 

2452 

286 

600 

154 


320 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the 
Year  without  service  of  formal 
notices  - 


Number  of  defective  dwelling- 
houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  219 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 
during  the  Year  — 

A — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10 
and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs  ...  58 

(2)  N umber  of  dwelling-houses  which 

were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  54 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  ..  0 


B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health 
Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  \ By  owners  ...  14 

(b)  -By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  ....  o 
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C — Proceedings  under  Sections  11 
and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 

respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  ...  56 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 

demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders  ...  6 

D — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements 

or  underground  rooms  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  18 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ..  0 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936— Part  IV. — 

Overcrowding — 

(a)  (I.)  Number  of  dwellings  over- 

crowded at  the  end  of  the 
year  ...  ...  413 

(II.)  N umber  of  familes  dwelling 

therein  ...  ...  908 

(III.)  N umber  of  persons  dwelling 
therein  ... 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of 

overcrowding  reported  dur- 
ing the  year 
2 6 
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(c)  (I.)  Number  of  cases  of  over- 

crowding relieved  during 
the  year  ...  ...  4 

(II.)  N umber  of  persons  concern- 
ed in  such  cases  ...  21 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in 

which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  over- 
crowded after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps 
for  the  abatement  of  over- 
crowding ...  None 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with 

respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable 
to  report  ...  ...  — 


The  figures  given  under  Headings  A and  B 
refer  to  the  position  disclosed  by  the  Overcrowd- 
ing Survey  under  the  Housing  Act  of  1935,  and 
reported  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  last 
year. 

Owing  to  the  pressure  of  work  under  the 
Housing  Acts,  the  Council  have  not  yet  dealt 
with  Overcrowding,  and  the  appointed  day  has 
been  postponed  until  July  1st,  1938. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 
OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply,  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  Milk,  the  inspection  of 
dairies,  cowsheds,  etc.,  etc.,  examination  of  samples  for 
bacterial  content,  and  for  tubercule  bacilli,  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  and  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  Order,  1936.  the  inspection  of  meat, 
slaughter-houses,  shops  and  places  where  food  is  prepared, 
will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
attached. 

Adulteration,  Chemical  and  Bacteriological 
Examination  of  Food,  etc. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are  administered  in  the 
District  by  the  Officials  of  the  County  Council  who  carry 
out  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  of  foodstuffs, 
etc. 


Nutrition. 

There  are  no  outstanding  cases  of  children  or 
adults  suffering  from  malnutrition  is  this  District. 

Amongst  children  of  school  age,  any  found  to  be  in 
need  of  food  are  fed  at  the  schools,  whilst  all  school 
children  can  be  supplied  with  milk. 

Nursing  mothers  are  instructed  how  to  care  and 
feed  their  children  at  the  Clinics,  where,  in  necessitous 
cases,  infant  foods  are  supplied  at  cheap  rates,  and  where 
absolutely  necessary — on  medical  advice— free  of  charge. 

The  Unemployment  Assistance  Board  and  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee  will  supply  any  recom- 
mendations thought  necessary  by  Medical  Practitioners 
throughout  the  District. 

For  the  General  Public,  lectures  were  held  by  the 
Milk  Publicity  Council,  and  a “Milk  Week”  was  held 
during  the  year. 

In  my  opinion  mal-nutrition  is  not  due  to  want  of 
nourishment  is  this  District,  but  to  improper  feeding. 

Shell-Fish. 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  in  this  District. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Infectious  Diseases  and  Causes  of  Death, 


Small  Pox : 

No  cases  were  notified  and  no  deaths  occurred  from 
this  disease  during  the  year. 


Chicken  Pox  : 

This  disease  is  not  notifiable,  and  again  no  deaths  were 
recorded. 


Whooping  Cough: 

Like  the  former,  not  notifiable,  and  no  deaths  from 
this  disease  during  the  year. 


Diphtheria  : 

One  hundred  and  fifty-four  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year,  43  being  removed  to  Hospital.  Seven  of  the 
cases  proved  fatal. 

Scarlet  Fever : 

Thirty-three  cases  were  notified.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  this  disease. 


Pneumonia : 

Fifteen  cases  were  notified.  There  were  31  deaths 
recorded. 
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Influenza  : 

There  were  many  cases  of  this  disease  during  the 
early  and  latter  parts  of  the  year,  II  of  them  proving 
fatal. 


Erysipelas ; 

Three  cases  notified,  no  deaths  recorded. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum: 

Two  cases,  notified,  no  deaths  recorded 


Enteric  Fever  : 

One  notification,  no  deaths. 


Encephalitis  Lethargica  : 

One  notification,  and  two  deaths  recorded  during  the 
year. 


Puerperal  Fever : 

No  notifications,  and  no  deaths  during  the  year. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  : 

Six  Cases  notified,  no  deaths  recorded. 

Heart  Disease : 

One  hundred  and  five  deaths  were  returned  from  this 
disease  during  the  year.  54  males,  and  51  females. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  : 

One  notification,  no  deaths. 


Cancer  : 

During  the  year,  63  of  the  deaths  were  classified  as 
having  died  from  cancer.  Of  this  total,  32  were  males 
and  31  females.  Any  cases  requiring  radium  treatment 

are  referred  to  The  Royal  Infirmary  at  Cardiff. 

30 


* 


The  following  table  shows  the  location  of  the 


disease,  in  age  groups. 


TABLE  V. 


LOCATION  OF  DISEASE 

35-45 

45-65 

65  and 
over. 

Total 
all  ages, 

Uterus  and  Ovary... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Breast  ... 

— 

1 

i 

2 

Rectum 

— 

2 

i 

3 

Stomach  and  Intestines 

1 

14 

15 

30 

Liver  and  Gall  Bladder 

— 

5 

2 

7 

Head  and  Neck  ... 

— 

6 

4 

10 

Bladder  and  Prostrate 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Lungs  and  Thorax 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Male  Genital  Organs 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

3 

32 

28 

63 

I 


No  new  decision  regarding  admission  to  hospital  of 
cases  of  diseases  such  as  measles  or  whooping  cough  has 
been  made. 

Notification  is  made  to  the  heads  of  schools  of  any 
outbreak  of  infectious  disease,  and  likewise  any  cases  of 
infection  amongst  scholars  coming  to  the  notice  of  the 
teaching  staff  is  communicated  to  the  Health  Department. 

Whenever  a case  of  dangerous  infectious  disease 
has  been  discovered,  children  from  the  infected  house  are 
excluded  from  school  attendance  during  the  continuation 
of  the  infection. 
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Immunization  against  diphtheria  has  been  offered 
to  children  in  the  schools,  under  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  and  in  some  cases  has  been  accepted.  No  use  of 
the  “ Dick  Test”  in  scarlet  fever  has  been  made.  Swabs 
taken  from  throats  showing  septic  conditions  are  sent  to 
the  County  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Anti-diphtheretic  serum  is  always  kept  at  the  Council 
Offices  for  use  by  all  Medical  Practitioners  requiring  same. 

A supply  of  “ Streptocide ’’  (which  is  used  for 
various  infections)  is  kept  at  the  Council  Offices,  and  can 
be  obtained  by  Medical  Practitioners  requiring  same,  free 
of  charge. 

Following  the  epidemic  of  diptherla  during  1935,  this 
disease  was  prevalent  during  the  year,  but  at  no  time 
reached  epidemic. 

No  action  has  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
measles  serum  for  prophylaxis  or  attenuation. 

One  case  of  Enteric  Fever  and  one  case  of  Cerebro 
Spinal  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year.  All  the 
necessary  precautions  were  taken,  and  both  cases  were 
treated  at  hospital. 

A full  detailed  report  was  submitted  to  the  Author- 
ities in  each  case. 


Disinfection  after  Infectious  Diseases, 

Disinfection  of  the  home  takes  place  immediately 
after  the  recovery  or  removal  to  hospital  of  the  case;  the 
walls,  ceilings,  floors  and  furniture  being  fumigated  with 
gasifying  formaline  tablets;  the  clothes,  bedding,  bed- 
linen,  carpets,  etc.,  are  removed  for  steam  disinfection  to 
one  of  the  super-heated  steam  disinfectors. 


» 

As  mentioned  in  my  Report  on  Hospitals,  no  isola- 
tion hospital  for  the  reception  of  the  infectious  sick  has 
been  provided  in  this  area,  but  such  cases  that  cannot  be 
isolated  in  their  own  homes,  are  sent  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Alteryn,  under  arrangement  with  the  Newport 
County  Borough  Council,  and  also  to  the  Isolation 
Hospitals  at  Bedwellty  and  Chepstow. 

Small-pox  cases  are  removed  to  one  or  other  of  the 
County  Council’s  Small-pox  Hospitals. 

The  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  are:  Small 
Pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough,  Fever  (including  Typhus,  Enteric,  and  Continued 
Fever)  and  Diarrhoea.  . 

No  Vaccinations  under  the  Public  Health  (Small 
Pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917,  were  performed  by  me 
during  1937. 
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TABLE  VI. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


DISEASES. 

Number  oi 
Deaths 

Death 
Rate  per 
1,000  of 
population 

Number  of 
Notifi- 
cations 

Attack 
Rate  per 
1,0  0 0 of 
population 

Small  Pox 

0 

o-oo 

0 

O'OO 

Measles  (including  German 
Measles) 

0 

0'00 

Not  Not 

i fi  a b 1 e 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0-00 

33 

0'81 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membraneous  Croup) 

7 

0-17 

154 

3'79 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

o-oo 

Not  Not 

ifiahle 

Fever  (including  Typhus. 
Enteric  and  Continued 
Fevers) 

0 

0-00 

1 

002 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of 
age) 

4 

0'09 

Not  Not 

ifiable 

Totals 

11 

0-27 

188 

4'63 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
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Total 
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ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  OTHER  THAN 

TUBERCULOSIS,  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 
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Prevention  of  Blindness 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  under 
Section  66  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or  Section  176 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blind- 
ness or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any 
disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes. 

Tuberculosis. 

Forty-one  (19  males  and  22  females)  cases  of  pul- 
monary tuberculosis,  and  13  (7  males  and  6 females)  of  the 
other  forms  of  the  disease  were  notified  during  the  year. 

There  were  32  (15  males  and  17  females)  deaths  from 
the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease,  and  3 (2  males  and  I 
female)  from  the  non-pulmonary  form. 

The  King  Edward  VII.  Welsh  National  Memorial 
Association  have  an  Institute  in  the  Park  Buildings, 
Pontypool,  where  Dr.  Carveth  Johnson  attends  twice 
weekly  to  see  new  cases  referred  by  the  Medical  Practi- 
tioners for  examination,  and  old  cases  still  requiring  super- 
vision or  treatment  Visits  are  also  made  by  Dr.  Johnson 
to  the  homes  of  people  too  ill  to  attend  the  1 nstitute. 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  the 
total  tuberculosis  deaths  is  22  85  7° 


Pulmonary  tuberculosis  notification 

1935 

1936 

1937 

rate  per  1,000  population 

0'99 

0‘96 

roi 

Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  notifi- 

cation rate  per  1,000  population... 

0 40 

029 

0'32 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  death  rate 

per  1,000  population 

0'42 

0'60 

078 

Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  death 

rate  per  1,000  population 

0 04 

0‘14 

0‘07 

No  action  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  under  Section  62  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  became  necessary. 

No  cases  of  tuberculosis  among  employees  engaged 
in  the  milk  trade  came  under  my  observation,  therefore  no 
action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tubercu- 
losis) Regulations  became  necessary. 


TABLE  IX. 

Particulars  of  New  Gases  of  Tubsrculosis  and  Deaths 
from  the  Disease  during  1937. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods 

Pulmonary : 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary : 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1—5 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5—10 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

10-15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

15  - 20 

3 

4 

2 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

20-25 

3 

6 

1 

0 

1 

3 

1 

0 

25—35 

5 

5 

0 

1 

2 

6 

0 

0 

35—45 

1 

5 

1 

0 

3 

4 

0 

0 

45  -55 

4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

55-65 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

65  and 
Upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

19 

22 

7 

6 

15 

17 

2 

1 

3 8 


Recommendations. 


That  a small  motor  van  be  supplied  for  the  removal 
of  condemned  foods  and  carcases,  and  for  the  collection  of 
bedding,  etc.,  for  disinfection,  to  and  from  the  disinfectors, 
and  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  Department. 

That  telephones  be  installed  at  the  residences  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

I have  to  thank  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department 
for  their  loyal  support  during  the  year. 


I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  obediently, 


THOMAS  McALLEN. 


Pontypool  Urban  District  Council. 


fteport  ot  GIMet  Sanitarg  inspector. 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

PONTYMOEL,  MON. 

28th  February,  1938. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Pontypool 
Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on 
the  work  carried  out  by  the  Department  for  the  year  end- 
ing 31st  December,  1937. 

Notices  Served. 

Informal  notices  ...  ...  228 

Statutory  notices  ...  ...  58 

Inspections  made  ...  ...  2452 

Defects  in  Dwelling  Houses. 

Houses  repaired  externally  ...  468 

Houses  repaired  internally  ...  450 

Drainage. 

Drains  tested  and  examined  ...  32 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  ...  19 

Drains  connected  to  sewer  ...  11 

New  drains  provided  ...  ...  8 

Defective  drains  repaired  ...  42 

Defective  W.C’s.  put  in  order  ...  63 

Defective  flushing  tanks  repaired  orrenewed  246 

New  tanks  supplied  for  W.C’s.  ...  58 

New  pans  ...  ...  28 

Dilapidated  W.C’s.  repaired  ...  119 


Other  Nuisances. 


Nuisance  from  pigeon  keeping  abated  ...  3 

Nuisance  from  fowl  keeping  abated  ...  2 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  ...  5 

Bug  Infestation  of  Dwelling  Houses. 

Four  Council  Flouses  were  dealt  with  by  the  De- 
partment and  six  privately  owned  houses  were  dealt  with 
by  the  owners  on  the  advice  given  by  the  Officers  of  the 
Department.  The  method  used  for  Disinfestation  of 
Council  houses  was  spraying  with  a reliable  insecticide. 
The  household  effects  of  the  persons  removed  from  Slum 
Dwellings  to  new  Council  Houses  were  disinfected  by 
means  of  treatment  with  Hydro  Cyanide  Gas  and  the 
process  was  carried  out  by  Contractors. 

Frequent  visits  are  made  to  these  houses  and  no 
cause  for  complaint  has  yet  been  noted.  The  tenants  are 
advised  to  inform  the  Department  immediately  should  they 
at  any  time  become  re-infested.  Owners  of  property  are 
frequently  advised  of  the  best  means  for  ridding  their 
houses  of  vermin  and  the  Officers  of  the  Department  are 
at  all  times  pleased  to  give  any  help  they  can  in  this 
direction 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  Pontypool 
have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  the  general  conditions 
are  satisfactory. 


Tents,  Sheds  and  Vans. 

Lower  Race  is  still  favoured  as  a Gypsy  Encamp- 
ment, and  I suggest  that  the  narrow  opening  to  this  ground 
be  cleared  to  prevent  them  pulling  in. 


Infectious  Disease. 

Number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
(including  Tuberculosis)  notified  ...  270 

Number  of  houses  in  which  Infectious 
Disease  occurred  ...  ...  235 

Number  of  patients  (including  Tuberculosis) 
removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  83 

N umber  of  houses  disinfected  after  I nfecti 
ous  Disease  ...  ...  312 

Bedding  from  infected  houses  was  treated  at  the 

steam  Disinfector  at  Abersychan. 

During  the  year,  Diphtheria  broke  out  at  the  Ponty- 
pool  and  District  Hospital.  The  patient  was  immediately 
removed  to  Bedwellty  Isolation  Hospital  and  a thorough 
investigation  carried  out  to  ascertain  the  cause. 

Every  patient  and  member  of  the  staff,  including  the 
clerical  staff  was  swabbed;  120  swabbs  being  taken  in  all. 
I made  a complete  and  exhaustive  examination  of  the 
Sanitary  Fittings,  both  in  the  Hospital  and  Nurses 
Hostel. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  from  every  tap  in  the 
building  and  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for 
examination. 

The  reports  on  the  samples  were  as  under:— 

Sample  of  water  from  taps  in  General  Kitchen  and 
Nurses  Hostel— satisfactory. 

Sample  of  water  from  flushing  tank  in  Sluice  Room, 
Children’s  Ward— satisfactory. 

Sample  of  water  from  Kitchen  of  Children’s  Ward  . — 

This  sample  contains  organisms  morphologically 
indistinguishable  from  Diphtheria  Bacilli.  It  is  significant 


that  these  organisms  were  not  isolated  from  the  other  two 
taps  examined  Under  the  circumstances  it  would  be 
advisable  to  regard  this  water  as  conveying  true  Diphtheria 
Bacilli  until  the  result  of  the  Virulence  Test  which  is 
being  carried  out  is  known.  Meanwhile  either  this  water 
should  be  boiled  before  use,  or  water  obtained  from  taps 
elsewhere.  (The  latter  suggestion  was  adopted). 

I next  took  off  the  tap  in  the  Children’s  Ward  and 
submitted  it  for  examination.  Primary  cultivations  made 
from  the  tap  yielded  a growth  of  a few  Bacilli  Microscopi- 
cally suspicious  of  K.L.B.  but  attempts  to  isolate  these 
sub-cultivations  failed,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  con- 
tainment organisms  present,  so  that  a Virulence  Test 
could  not  be  carried  out.  A new  tap  was  fitted  and  no 
further  cases  developed. 

Cinemas  and  Public  Buildings. 

During  the  year  I made  a complete  inspection  of  all 
Cinemas  and  Public  Buildings  in  the  area,  and  found  a 
number  of  serious  faults  in  the  safety  equipment  at  some 
of  them  They  were  immediately  remedied,  and  subse- 
quent inspections  found  them  all  in  working  order. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  were  generally  good  and 
small  defects  were  remedied. 


Number  of  Cinemas  in  the  area  ...  6 

N umber  of  Inspections  made  20 

Notices  served  ...  2 

Notices  complied  with  ...  2 


Ice-Cream  Shops. 

The  number  of  Ice  Cream  Shops  is  increasing,  but 
it  is  pleasing  to  find  that  most  of  them  are  using  the  latest 
Refrigerating  Plant,  and  selling  blocks  of  Ice  Cream  as 
delivered  from  the  firms. 

Twenty-three  Inspections  were  made,  and  no  notices 
necessary. 


Schools. 


The  schools  in  the  area  were  inspected  and  any 
defects  found  reported  to  the  Education  Authority  who 
attended  to  same.  In  some  instances  repairs  were 
effected  to  the  Sanitary  conveniences.  The  water  supply 
at  the  schools  is  plentiful  and  of  good  quality  being  taken 
from  the  Mains  of  the  Pontypool  Water  Company.  In 
some  instances  metal  drinking  vessels  are  provided  forthe 
use  of  the  children  and  in  my  opinion  the  substitution  of 
Sanitary  Drinking  Fountain  would  be  more  conducive  to 
the  health  of  the  children  and  illiminate  the  danger  of 
infection. 

Three  schools  were  disinfected  after  an  epidemic  of 
Diphtheria  and  a complaint  that  one  school  was  over  run 
with  mice  was  investigated  and  baits  laid  and  the  nuisance 
abated. 


Inspection  of  Meat  and  Foods. 

During  the  year  regular  and  systematic  inspections 
have  been  made  at  slaughter  houses  and  shops,  and  a 
strict  supervision  of  the  food  supply  maintained. 

In  cases  where  the  food  is  conveyed  in  vehicles  the 
vans  are  inspected  for  cleanliness  and  compliance  with  the 
regulations. 

Three  cow  carcasses  and  organs  and  six  pigs  heads 
have  been  surrendered  and  destroyed  on  account  of  disease. 

Over  2,000  visits  were  paid  to  Slaughter  Houses 
during  the  year  and  weekly  visits  paid  to  shops. 

Pontypool  Market  has  been  regularly  inspected,  and 
the  goods  displayed  inspected  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays. 

The  goods  sold  at  this  popular  Shopping  Centre  are 
of  a high  standard,  and  of  good  quality. 


There  has  been  a reduction  in  the  amount  of 
“ Occasional  Slaughter  ” the  number  of  notices  of  intended 
slaughter  being  262  as  against  425  for  1936. 

There  are  several  places  where  butchers  “ Small 
goods  ” are  made  and  these  are  kept  in  a satisfactory  state. 

There  have  been  no  prosecutions  during  the  year, 
all  tradesmen  reporting  food  of  doubtful  character,  and 
working  in  harmony  with  the  Department.  - 

A summary  of  Meat  and  Food  destroyed  on  account 
of  being  diseased,  unsound  or  unfit  for  human  consumption 
is  set  out  below  : — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned, 


Cattle 

ex- 

cluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed  (if  known) 

1280 

440 

104 

4985 

1462 

Number  inspected 

1150 

440 

84 

3952 

1225 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
whole  carcases  condemned 

... 

... 

... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

80 

60 

... 

325 

63 

Percentage  of  the  numher  inspected 
affected  with  diseaee  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

7 

13-6 

8*5 

5‘1 

Tuberculosis  only 

whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  01 
organ  was  condemned 

18 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

08 

4 

... 

... 

4 

4 5 


Water  Supply. 

Four  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  supply  at 
British,  Talywain,  from  various  points  and  submitted  to 
the  County  Pathologist  for  analysis. 

One  sample  was  bacteriological ly  satisfactory,  but 
the  other  three  were  not  of  the  standard  desirable  for  a 
suitable  drinking  supply,  and  were  liable  to  contamination 
by  severe  storms. 

It  is  very  necessary  that  steps  be  taken  to  lay  on 
the  supply  from  the  Company’s  Mains  and  thus  ensure 
an  adequate  and  pure  water  supply  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year.  The  general  water  supply  to  the  district  is 
satisfactory. 

It  is  also  necessary  to  provide  a supply  from  the 
Company’s  Mains  to  the  houses  in  Plaesycoed.  The 
remainder  of  the  area  is  supplied  by  a Water  Company. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915. 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922. 

Dairies,  Milkshops,  and  Cowsheds  Order,  1926. 

91  Milk  Samples  were  taken  from  Milk  Vendors  in 
the  area  for  bacteriological  examination  and  detection  of 
Tubercular  bacilli.  The  result  of  this  examination  showed 
that  the  vendors  were  careless  in  cleanliness  of  handling 
the  milk  and  warning  notices  were  issued  and  subsequent 
samples  proved  that  the  warning  had  been  effective  and 
and  better  results  were  obtained 

Dairies,  milkshops  and  utensils  received  strict 
attention  as  regards  their  cleanliness.  Several  vendors 
were  warned  as  to  the  dirty  state  in  which  they  kept  their 
vehicles  and  further  inspection  found  them  satisfactory. 


Some  of  the  samples  submitted  to  the  County 
Pathologist  were  found  to  contain  Tubercular  bacilli. 
Steps  were  immediately  taken  by  the  County  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  the  County  Veterinary  Surgeon  whom  I 
accompanied  to  the  farms  concerned  and  the  cow  was 
detected  and  slaughtered  under  the  supervision  of  the 
County  Veterinary  Surgeon. 

The  farms,  dairies  and  cowsheds  we-e  inspected  and 
improvements  carried  out  in  four  farms  Three  new 
concrete  floors  were  laid  in  cow  sheds,  water  supply  laid 
on  to  one  farm,  and  better  lighting  and  ventilation  installed 
in  another. 

N umber  of  Farms  on  Register  ..  47 

N umber  of  Retailers  on  Register  ...  80 

Inspections  Made  ...  ...  73 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Order,  1936. 

During  the  year  12  samples  of  Grade  “A”  and  24 
samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  submitted  to  the 
County  Analyst  for  examination.  All  samples  complied 
with  the  conscribed  standards  for  designated  milk. 

The  application  of  the  Phosphotase  Test  to  the 
samples  of  pasteurised  milk  showed  in  two  instances 
improper  pasteurisation.  I nspection  of  the  plant  revealed 
the  faults  which  were  immediately  remedied. 

There  are  two  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  area  both 
were  regularly  inspected  during  the  year.  Temperature 
Charts  examined  and  general  conditions  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 


Shops  Inspection. 

Work  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934  has  been  carried 
out  by  the  County  Authority  but  in  December  last  the 
work  was  delegated  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  this 
Authority. 


1 — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  & Workplaces, 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

CL 

f4l 

Factories 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 

48 

3 

Nil 

Workshops 

(including  Workshop  Laundries) 

210 

1 

Nil 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers  premises)  ... 

53 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

311 

4 

Nil 

2.  -Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  & Workplaces 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  o 

Offences 

Rcferr- 

in  respect 

R em- 

ed  to 

of  which 

Found 

edied 

1 I.M. 

Pros ecu- 

lnspec- 

tiens  were 

tor 

instituted 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts:-- 
Want  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

Other  nuisances 


Sanitary 

accommodation 


Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective 
Not  separate  for  sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Acts  1 — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse! 
(S.  101) 


1 

2 

1 


Nil 


Nil 


Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and 
offences  under  the  sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factor- 
ies and  vVorkshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921) 


Total 


Nil 


Nil 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 


Further  progress  was  made  with  Housing  Schemes 
and  on  Jan.  26th,  a Public  Enquiry  was  held  at  the  Town 
Hall,  Pontypool,  which  dealt  with  sixteen  Clearance  Areas 
comprising  sixty-eight  houses,  and  one  in  July  which  dealt 
with  one  hundred  houses. 


The  orders  were  as  under: — 


Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 

Pontypool 


(High  Street,  Garndiffaith) 
(Tranch  Road,  No.  l) 

(Old  Furnace) 
(Blaen-y-cwm) 

(Albion  Road) 

(Lower  Bridge  Street) 
(Trosnant  Street  No.  1) 
(Trosnant  Street  No.  la) 
(Trosnant  Street  No.  2) 
(Trosnant  Street  No.  3) 
(Trosnant  Street  No.  4) 
(Mount  Pleasant  Yard) 
(Railway  Parade  No.  l) 

(George  Street  No.  2) 
(Panteg, 

Cwmynyscoy  No.  l) 
(Garndiffaith,  Sunnybank) 
(Garndiffaith,  Viaduct  Rd.) 
(Chapel  Lane) 

(Japan  Court) 

(Panteg,  Cwmynyscoy) 

(Abersychan,  Henshaw  St. 
and  Dent’s  Buildings) 

(Abersychan, 

Henshaw  Street  No.  2) 
(Abersychan, 

Nailor  Street  No.  l) 


Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 

Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearence  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 

Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 
Clearance  Order  1936 


Individual  Unfit  Houses, 

Fifty-six  Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  Individual 
Unfit  Houses  as  follows: — 

Abersychan  Pontypool  Panteg  Total 

36  8 12  56 

Closing  Orders  were  made  on  Cellar  Dwellings  as 
under : — 

Abersychan  Pontypool  Total 

16  2 18 

102  families  were  re-housed  in  the  New  Council 
House : — 

Blaendare  Road  ...  30  Penygarn  ...  72 

Before  removal  into  the  New  Council  Houses  the 
household  effects  of  each  family  were  disinfected  by  means 
of  the  Hydro  Cyanide  Gas.  No  complaints  are  being 
received  of  re-infestation. 

121  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  34  Individual 
Unfit  Houses  are  now  being  dealt  with. 

Overcrowding. 

Owing  to  pressure  of  work  for  Clearance  Areas  and 
other  Housing,  the  Council  have  been  unable  to  proceed 
with  the  abatement  of  Overcrowding  under  Part  4 of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  so  that  the  report  remains  the  same  as 
given  in  my  Annual  Report  for  last  year.  Four  cases  of 
Overcrowding  were  relieved  by  notices  from  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  private  houses.  These  houses  have  not  again 
become  overcrowed. 


Rat  Destruction. 


During  the  year,  continuous  war  has  been  waged  on 
the  rat  population  and  the  use  of  baits,  ferrets  and  dogs 
have  been  successful  in  keeping  them  down. 


Ash  Dumps 

622 

Sewers 

276 

Rivers 

391 

Premises 

190 

Total 

...  1479 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlmen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


F.  G.  MEEK. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 


5 1 


* 


t.  • IvM 


